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Pecola Breedlove, an eleven-year-old black girl, is a tragic figure in this story set in 1940’s America. She grows in an unloving family with a brother who always runs away from home, a father who is an alcoholic and is violent, and a mother who believes that Pecola is ugly so gives Pecola a cold shoulder and is ashamed of Pecola because of the influence of the American movies. Life is so cruel to her that she suffers the rape from her father which results in pregnancy, the discrimination from the whites and was isolated by her classmates. After a series of misfortunes, she begins to deny herself. She falls into racial self-loathing and desperately wants to feel beautiful. She thinks that the unfair treatments occur in her life because of her ugliness. Therefore, she starts to pray for her eyes to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will treat her kindly, so that she will be accepted and loved by the cruel world and her life will be different.

My favourite character is Claudia. She is the most strong-minded girl in this story. Different from Pecola, she doesn’t have the self-hatred that plagues Pecola so much because she is very proud to be an African-American. I think she is a special girl. This is because she doesn’t like her Christmas gift, a white doll, which every girl child treasures. She destroys it since she wants “to sit on the low stool in Big Mama’s kitchen with my lap full of lilacs and listen to Big Papa plays his violin for me” as she says, instead of having a hateful white doll. She loves her own appearance rather than follows the crowd to think that the features of African are ugly and those of the whites are beautiful. I admire her as she is only a little girl but she dares to face all of the discrimination and rebel against the standard of the whites. I think it is not easy to be proud to be an African-American in the 1940s because the lives of the African-American were very hard and they had to face a lot of unfair treatments.


I have never thought of accepting the original appearance of yourself would be difficult and I think transforming yourself into the way that the others would like is pathetic and sad. Let me share a quote with you:

“Except for the father, Cholly, whose ugliness (the result of despair, dissipation, and violence directed toward pretty things and weak people) was behaviour, the rest of the family – Mrs. Breedlove, Sammy Breedlove, and Pecola Breedlove – wore their ugliness, put it on, so to speak, although it did not belong to them.” 
Actually, I don’t think Pecola is ugly. The only problem of Pecola is that she is too pessimistic. She thinks that it will be better if she is white. She chooses to lock herself into the cage of self-loathing and escape from reality by imagining that having blue eyes can turn her life. She believes that physical beauty is equal to virtue so she strips her mind of her true qualities and despises herself. 
Nevertheless, I think there are people who care for her so much and who want to make friends with her, such as Claudia and Frieda Macteer. Unfortunately, Pecola can’t see them. She wants to be accepted by others. I’m not going to blame her for anything because she only wants to seek hope from her own imagination. However, facing reality bravely is a better way. I think that it is not necessary to fit herself into the standard of beauty of the others. This is because no one can satisfy everybody’s standard and it will be hard to change. In my opinion, it is easy to lose your own characteristic. Claudia believes in just being herself, which is the best way to overcome the unfair treatments.


“Thrown, in this way, into the binding conviction that only a miracle could relieve her, she would never know her beauty. She would see only what there was to see: the eyes of other people.” 
Though this quote is describing Pecola, I think it is suitable for describing the people nowadays. Many people use the standard of the others to examine themselves and they ignore the beauty of themselves. Most girls envy the beautiful appearance of the stars and the slim bodies of the models. They deny themselves and blindly follow the beauty standard of the others by some extreme means, such as cosmetic surgery. They lose their uniqueness.


Actually, no one is absolutely ugly. The one who always belittles you is not the others, but yourself. In facts, if you have confidence to face your true colour, you will find that you are special and are the only one. No one can replace you if you dare to remove the tags of ugliness. On the other hand, if you always think that you are ugly and fall into self-doubt, you will never know how beautiful you are. Just like Pecola, she uses the blue eyes of the whites to examine herself and deny her own beauty. Even though she has the beauty, could she really know how beautiful she is?
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